
Muzeum Żołnierzy Wyklętych 
i Więźniów Politycznych PRL 

(The Museum of Anti-Communist 
Soldiers and Political Inmates) 



About the museum  

On 29th February, 2016 the Minister of Justice 
Zbigniew Ziobro signed the document thanks to 
which Muzeum Żołnierzy Wyklętych i Więźniów 

Politycznych PRL(The Museum of Anti-
Communist Soldiers and Political Inmates) was 
created. The headquarters of the Museum are 
on Rakowiecka 37 street- premises of former 

Custody in Warsaw.  



 The location of the Museum is not accidental. 



The prison on Rakowiecka street held the 
function of the main political prison since 1945 
over the whole Stalinism, it kept imprisoned the 

most important people fighting for Polish 
independence. 



Here there were kept in prison: 

Gen.August Fieldorf pseudonym Nil 



Lt. Col. Łukasz Ciepliński pseudonym Pług 



Maj. Zygmunt Szendzielarz pseudonym Łupaszko 



Maj. Hieronim Dekutowski pseudonym Zapora 



Capt. Witold Pilecki pseudonym Witold 



Apart from soldiers, in the prison there were 
kept civilians and Catholic officials e.g. 

archbishop Antoni Baraniak.  



The prison in Mokotów was not only the place 
of isolation, it was the place of total brutality, 
Golgotha-like. In the prison over 350 people 

were sentenced to death, the number of people 
tortured to death while investigation still 

remains unknown….  



Over the years of lasting Communist system, 
thousands of people were kept in this prison 

because of political reasons. 



In the second half of the 80’s, Józef Szaniawski 
was imprisoned here. He was the last PRL 

political inmate who left the penitentiary in 
Barczew on 22nd December, 1989. 

 



The museum also shows us the history of social 
rebellion against totalitarian system after 1956.  



The prison on Rakowiecka street- 
Stalin’s door to hell. 

 
Humiliation, torture, death and burial in a 

nameless grave- this is what happened to many 
political inmates who, in fact, fought for free 

Poland.  



On 24th November, 1904 Mokotów prison opened its 
gates. During Stalinism it was the place of torture for 

Security Office.  



The history of Mokotów prison dates back to 
1902- at that time Russian officials decided to 
build the prison. It was actually opened two 

years later and became one of the most modern 
but also the toughest partition institutions.  



The prison kept its penitentiary function during 
World War I, after regaining independence, and 

during German occupation. 



Back then in the prison suited for 800 inmates, 
there were 2500 of them …. 



Inmates’ nightmare 

Inmates who were kept here, were sent by 
occupation authorities to other prisons or even 

concentration camps. At the time of Warsaw 
Rising, in the prison there were 808 inmates. 



The Waffen-SS started to shoot the inmates , but 
luckily in some desperation acts and with the 
help of local residents, people started their 
rebellion and as a result, 220 inmates were 

saved. 



The place of torture for UB( Security 
Office)  

Starting torture by UB in the prison made this 
place even more cruel. People fighting for 

independence were imprisoned and tortured 
here. 



In total, between 1945 and 1956, 350 people 
were sentenced to death here and many others 

died of cruel torture. 



Political inmates who had not managed to 
survive were buried in collective graves called 
’’kwatera na łączce” (place on the grass) near 

the wall of Powązki Military Cemetery. 



For many years in the place were inmates’ 
bodies had been buried, there was a landfill. 



The prison for oppositionists 

The end of Stalinism did not mean the end of 
infamy of the prison.  



Political inmates from Security Office were  still 
taken to the prison.  



Along with the students in 1968 and interned 
activists of ’’Solidarność” after introducing 

martial law in 1981. 



The museum aims at showing a real story of 
Anti- Communist soldiers in different aspects, 
based not only on armed operations but also 

cooperation with society, everyday service in a 
forest department and tragic existence in the 

prisons.  



The Museum aims at evoking reflection on 
Polish patriotism and modern Polish history.  



The visitor to the museum will get to know 
Polish People’s Republic history, they will find 

out not only the most important events of that 
time, but above all, stories of people who had 
devoted all their lives to fight a cruel system in 

the name of great values and love to their 
homeland.  



„Wydaje mi się czasem, że giną moje siły, nie 
mogę już patrzeć na to, co się dzieje, słuchać 

jęku mordowanych, na to królestwo szatana.” 

’’Sometimes I get a feeling that all my strength 
is dying, I can no longer look at what is 

happening, listen to the moaning of those 
being killed, look at this realm of the devil”  

- The words of  Łukasz Ciepliński to his wife  



Our feelings after visit to the 
museum: 

Muzeum Żołnierzy Wyklętych i Więźniów 
Politycznych PRL (The Museum of Anti-

Communist Soldiers and Political Inmates) made 
a huge impression on me. During visiting the 

museum, I was deeply shocked that humans can 
inflict so much harm to each other.  



The people who were imprisoned there, were 
beaten, tortured and treated even more badly  

than animals!  

They were kept in the darkness and miserable 
atmosphere. 



In the cells there were toilets but no taps. People 
could use pallets, but only at night. During the 
day, they had to stand all the time or squat. If 

they did not obey the rules, they had to go to the 
detention or received a special punishment- 

standing with their arms up for several hours.  



„Pomieszczenia udostępnione dla zwiedzających 
i eksponaty uświadomiły mi ze to miejsce na 
pozór spokojne, puste było miejscem śmierci 

wielu niewinnych ludzi.” 

’’The rooms along with the exhibits which we 
could see made me realize that this place, 

seemingly so quiet and empty, was the place of 
many innocent people’s deaths.” 

-Piotr Kanak  



Entering the museum, I had really little 
knowledge about Anti-Communist soldiers and 

their fate.  



While visiting the museum and listening to the 
guide I realized the extent to which Polish people 

fighting for our freedom had suffered. In fact, 
they were the heroes of our country.  



The people residing in the prison lived in a 
constant fear. They did not know if a guard 

walking along a corridor intended to take them 
or not….they did not know if they would survive 

the next day, night, hour, quarter….. 



Every night those people were exposed to the 
moaning of beaten, tortured inmates. They 

could feel that the next time it would be their 
turn to leave the world.  



People who tortured and beat Witold Pilecki, 
Łukasz Ciepliński and other martyrs from 

Mokotów cannot be named HUMANS.   



Those people cannot even be named animals. 
Animals are not able to inflict so much harm to 

other animals. 



The killers form Mokotów prison should hold the 
names of monsters and they should not be 
judged by human law. Those killers can be 

judged fairly just by God.  



„Jestem pewna, że w Piekle jest specjalne 
miejsce dla takich „ludzi”.” 

’’I am sure that in the Hell, there is a special 
place for such ”people” .” 

-Katarzyna Kluz 



 Muzeum Żołnierzy Wyklętych i Więźniów 
Politycznych PRL (The Museum of Anti-

Communist Soldiers and Political Inmates) on 
Rakowiecka Street in Warsaw is definitely a 

place for reflection on all the inmates’ suffering.  



Most of the inmates were sentenced wrongly 
whereas in fact, they were the heroes of Polish 

independence. 



The conditions in which they were supposed to 
live were demeaning and resulted in very 

negative mental feelings.  



The history of this place is built on mostly 
innocent people’s pain and suffering. 



Feelings concerning this place cannot be 
positive- what you can feel here is sadness, 

regret, compassion and even anger caused by 
cruel methods used while investigation. 



„Nie da się przejść obok tego miejsca obojętnie, 
gdyż generuje ono wile negatywnych emocji, 
a swoim ciężkim posępnym klimatem cennie 

oddaje wizerunek tamtych wydarzeń.” 

”You cannot go past this place indifferent since it 
generates so many negative emotions and with 
its miserable atmosphere it shows exactly what 

had happened here so many years ago”  

- Alicja Siwy 



Here there are some of the pictures 
taken in the museum: 











The end  
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