
WWII in Philippines

At the beginning the Philippines didn't have a political and social organization. Their story is characterized by continuous arrivals of  foreigners. With the Spanish expedition commanded by the explorer Ferdinando Magellano in 1521 the Philippines become  a Spanish colony. Later  the control was transferred to U.S.A. When  the second world war started , the Japanese launched a surprise attack in Pampanga on 8th  December 1941, only ten hours after the Pearl Harbour attack. The airstrike was followed by the ground troops landing on Luzon. The defence of Philippines and the troops of United States were under the command of general Douglas MacArthur. The army was numerically bigger and  the defence forces withdrew toward the peninsula of Bataan. The capital Manila was declared open city to prevent its destruction.
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Most  of  the 80.000 prisoners of war captured by Japanese in Bataan were obliged  to take a ride called Bataan Death March to a prison camp situated 105 km in the North. About 10.000 Filipinos e 1.200 Americans died before reaching the camp. MacArthur hidden in Australia started to think a plane to return to the Philippines.
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Later they declared Philippines an independent republic. The republic wanted  by  the Japanese proved to be unpopular.
The Japanese military occupation was opposed  on a large scale by the underground guerrilla.The Philippine army continued to fight the Japanese with  guerrilla actions supporting the military actions of the United States. Their action was so effective that at the end of the war, Japan controlled only twelve of the forty-eight provinces of the archipelago.
Allied forces of MacArthur landed on Leyte the 20th  October 1944. Another landing  in the country converged towards Manila. Fighting continued until 2nd  September 1945, date of surrender of Japan. The Philippines suffered great loss of life and enormous destructions. Manila was seriously damaged, despite the Americans had declared it open city.
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It took a long time to recover from war. Today the Republic is a place with incredible tropical landscapes and the Philippines are considered as a newly industrialized nation, although they face many challenges in education, health care and human development.
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